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POET HOLMES IS DEAD

His Demise Takes Place at His
Boston Home.

DEATH FROM HEART FAILURE.

Ho Had Hecn Falling For tlio Four
or Five Yearn, but Ills Last Ailment Was
of Only Ten Days' Duration Ho Was
Unconscious n Short Tlmo Ileforo Ho
Died Illogrnuhlcal.
Boston, Oct. 8. Oliver Wendell

Holmes, tho woll known poet aud
author, died at his home, 200 Beacon
street, at 12:15 p. m. Sunday. Heart
disease was tho immediato canso of hifl
death, though tho doctor has slowly
been failing for tho last four or fivo
years. An asthmatic difficulty also as-

sisted in tho final breaking down of tho
aged "Autocrat."

OLIVER WKXDELL HOLMES.

Ten days ago Dr. Homes returned to
his Beacon street residcuco from his
summer homo at Beverly farms. Be-

fore that timo slight symptoms of im-

provement in his condition wore noted
and tho removal was thought advisab.o.
It pi'oved, howovor, very fatiguing and
tho doctor did not regain his former
condition. Last Friday a sndded at-

tack of heart failuro seized him, which
with tho long standing asthmatic
trouble, prostrated him, but Sunday ho
had apparently recovered. Aftor tho
physicians had gone, however, the doc-
tor wn? seized with a severe spasm, and
before medical aid could bo called, ho
had passed away. Ho was unconscious
for a short timo previous to his death.

Around his bedside were gathered tho
mombors of his family, Judgo Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Jr., tho only
surviving son; Mrs. Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes, Jr., and Edward
J. Holmes, nephew of tho poet.
Although tho poet's death occurred
shortly aftor mdday, it did not become
known until a late hour last night. Tho
house was darkened aud police guarded
the entrances to prevent the household
from being disturbed.

Just north of the common in Cambridge,
Mass., and overlooking what is perhaps
the most interesting spot historically iu
Massachusetts, stands a curious gambrel
roofed house. It is at least ICO years old.
It wus used by the committee of safety in
1775, una Benedict Arnold's first commis.
sion was mudo out there. Not far away
stands the famous el m under which Gtorge
Washington took command of the Ameri-
can army. Washington occupied the
house for a time. A little later it became
the home of Dr. Abiel Holmes, historian of
New England, clergyman and author,
and in it, on the 29th of August, 1809, was
born his famous son, Oliver Wendell
Holmes.

BIRTHPLACE OF 0. W. HOLMES.

All the historic and patriotic associa-
tions of the place seemed to havo had their
influence on the boy. To the last of his
life he was proud of his birthplace, and tho
sphit engendered and so often expressed in
words and acts there seems to have en-

tered into tho very bone, blood and fiber of
the genial doctor. When- - he was but 20
years old he sat in an attic room of the
quainted old house and penned his stirring
lines on the proposed destruction of the
frigate Constitution, "Old Ironsides," us
was alterward thus described:
And one who listened to the tale of shame,
Whose heart still uuswered to that sacred

name,
Whoso eyes still followed o'er his country's

tides
Thy glorious flag, our brave Old Ironsides 1

From yon lone attic ou a summer's morn.
Thus mocked tho spoilers with his school-

boy scorn.
Tho family was truly noble. It was also

old, us ago goes in New England. John
Holmes settled in Woodstock. Conn., in
1080. His grandson, David, served as a
captain of British troops in the French
war and surgeon in the patriot army of tho
Revolution. His son Able, who wus born
in 1703 und did! in 1837, was graduated
from Yale in 1783, studied theology and
became noted both as a preacher and a
writer. Ills second wife was a daughter
of Oliver Wendell, und of her five children
the third was the renowned genialist t.nd
"Autocrat of tho Breakfast Tuble."

Except the historian Bancroft no other
American had so long a literary career,
and probably no other had one so uniform-
ly brilliant, for he did admirable work in
boyhood, and until quite recently It could
trulv bo said of him that.the fire of his in

tellect was not dimmed or ills natural
force abated. At 10 ho wrote musical
lines glowing with optimism, and at 83 ho
looked upon tho world without asperity
and expressed himself with all tho vivacity
of youth. His native constitution and
good habits probably had most to do in
maintaining this uniform cheerfulness,
and from his earliest years ho breathed an
intellectual atmosphere. His father was a
scholar of unusual attainments, his moth-
er a lady of many social attractions, and
among his schoolmates were Alfred Lee,
afterward bishop of Delaware, Margaret
Fuller and Richard Henry Dana.

While preparing for college at Phillips
Andover academy he made his first at-
tempt at versification, turning tho first
book of the JE tiled into heroic couplets. In
1829 ho was graduated from Harvard,
among bis classmates being William H.
Chaunlng, Benjamin R. Curtis aud James
Freeman Clarke. Ho was poet of tho class
at commencement and was one of the 10
chosen into tho Phi Beta Kappa society,
an honor of which he was nroud to the lust
of his life, as appears by many allusions in
his writings.

His first poem to attract general atten-
tion was the famous one on tho Constitu-
tion, beginning:

Ay, tear her tattered ensltin down I

Long has it waved on high,
And many an eye hasduneed to see

That banner to the sky;
Beneath it rung the battle shout

Aud burst the cannon's roar;
The meteor of the ocean air

Shall sweep the clouds no moro.
It stirred the popular heart as did tho

"Star Spaugled Banner." The young
poet's fame became national in a month
and worlwido soon ufter. The poem was
published in almost every paper in the
United States and circulated by thousands
in handbills. A universal protest wus
echoed back from every section und the
Constitution was saved. His suddenly
won popularity was never once lot during
the 60 odd years of literary life which fol-

lowed, and though he was often attacked
for special utterances, tho attack always
had in it something of sorrowful tender-
ness. This was ull the more remiu-kubl-

because most of the attacks were on re-

ligious ground?.
The young graduate had decided, or

more likely it had been decided for him,
that he wan to be a lawyer, and he stud; d
law for one year. During this year ho
wrote "Evening: By a Tailor," and other
popular pii'cis of humor, then decided
against tiie law and went to Paris as soon
as he could afford it to study medicine.
In Paris, it is said, the romance of his
early life occurred, but for this there is no
better authority than an exquisite little
poem nominally addressed to a woman
who was kind to him in a Sickness while
there, and poets are not held to a literal
accountability. After three years abroad
he published his first volume of poems in
1S30, tho most noted productions in It be-
ing "My Aunt" and "The Last Leaf."

In 1839 ho was chosen professor of anat-
omy and physiology at Dartmouth, and in
1840 married Amelia Lee, daughter of
Judge Charles Jackson of the supreme
court of Massachusetts. A son of this
murriiige, Oliver Wendell, Jr., bom March
8, 1811, made a very honorable record in
tho war for the Union, and has attained
high rank as a jurist. In 1882 he was
made a member of the supreme court of
Massachusetts, haviug previously pub-
lished various law works.

In 1847 Dr. Holmes succeeded Dr. John
C. Warren as professor of anatomy mid
physiology in the medical school ut Har-
vard and soon after became prominent as
a lyceum lecturer. Thence, till 1800, bis
larger works appeared in rapid succession,
works on literature and medicine alternat-
ing, for it is not the least of the curious
facts about this many sided man that if
he had not been a poet, a humorist, a
novelist and a genial essayist he would
have ranked high as a medical writer. As
it is. few people even know that ho was tho
author of six valuable treatises on medi-
cine mid took three prizes for minor medi-
cal essays.

The zenith of his power wa3 attained in
his contributions to The Atlantic Monthly
for the first three or four years of its exist-
ence 1857 to 1601. Tho most popular of
all his productions, the one which secured
him the title by which he is best known,
"The Autocrat of the Breakfast Tuble,"
appeared as a serial in the first numbers
of The Atlantic, and its advent was an
ra in literature. Enthusiastic editors de-

clared that Dr. Holmes had created a new
species of literature and opened an inex-
haustible mine. It was compared to "Noc-ti- s

Ambrosluuro" and to many other works
of the kind, Always to their disparage-
ment, and in the 83 years since It appeared
in book form it does not appear to havo
lost favor. Tho Schoolma'am, tho Divini-
ty Student aud tho "young fellow called
John" are still quoted with delight by
millions.

The "Professor at the Breakfast Table"
followed.and then "The Professor's Story,"
which appeared in book form as "Elsio
Venner: A Tale of Destiny." He continued
to give the public new works occasionally
till iu 18S7, when "Our Hundred Days in
Europe" uppeared. Several of his poems
have given the public popular phrases of
almost universal use, such as "the wonder-
ful one boss shay," for Instance.

As a poem of occasions, so to speak, Dr.
Holmes has never been surpassed. Unlike
nearly all oMier writers, many of his best
poems have been written to order, as it
were, that is, for some commencement dav
or festal occasion.

Murderer Identified.
Seattle, Wash., Oct. 8. Thomas

Blank, tho murderer of Charles Bird-wel- l,

has been positively identified as
tho murderer of Marshal Jeffreys of
Puyallup. Ho was tnkou to tho court
and pleaded guilty to a chargo of mur-
der in tho first degree. His trial is sot
for Oct. 10.

An Ocean Disaster Itccalled by n Death.
Port Townsend, Wash., Oct. 8.

Captain Charles A. Sawyer is doad. Ho
had command of tho bark Orpheus 20
years ago when she collided and sunk
tho stoamor Paoiflo off Cape Flattery,
entailing a loss of nearly 400 lives and
upward of $1,000,000 in gold.dust.

DEATH OF A. G. CM
He Was Pennslvania's Famous

War Governor.

HE WAS TIIE SOLDIERS' FRIENDS

lie Served In Congress For Throo Succes-

sive Terms and Wus Minister to Kusilii
During: Grant's Term of tho Presidency.
A llrlef Historical Sketch of Ills Event-fu- l

Lire.

Bellktontk, Pa., Oct. 8.

Andrew G. Curtin died at 5

o'clock Sunday morning. His end wuf
peaceful, ho having boon unconscious
during the last 12 hours of his lifo. All
tho members of his family wero at tho
bedside whou ho passed away. Mr.Cur-ti- u

had been in fcoblo health for so
weeks, but his condition grew serious
on Thursday last and from that time he
sank rapidly.

wWk

AKDUEW G. CURTIS.
Death was caused by. old ago tho ex

governor being in his 80th year com-
bined with nervous troublo, whi'--

upon reaching tho vital point in tho
brain, ended his lifo. Whou tho ouso
first took on a. serious nspoct, physicians
wero summoned, but thoy then aban-
doned all hopes of recovery and tho
death of tho old war governor was not a
surprise.

It has been decided at tho urgcut re-
quest of Governor Pattisou to bury

Curtin with a military escmt.
It will consist of a regiment of infant-
ry, a troop of cavalry and a batteiy if

artillery, and is tho escort accorded by
military etiquette to a commanikr-i.- "

chiof. Tho whole will bo in command
of a brigadier commander.

Beaver has chargo of tho arrange
meuts of tho funeral, which will be hi'l
under tho auspices of the Grand Army
of the Republic on Wednesday.

Governor Pattisou and his staff, Major
Snowden aud tho commanders of the
threo brigades of tho national guard, to-

gether with tho members of their re-
spective staffs, will attend the funeral.
Adjutant General Grceulaud has issued
an order, directing five companies, each
of tho Twelfth aud Fifth regiments,
Hunt's battery of Pittsburg and tho
Sheridan troop, Tyrone, to report to
him at Bellefoute on Wednesday morn-
ing to attend the obsequies. Seventeen
guns will bo fired at the state arsenal
during tho services.

Andrew Gregg Curtin was tho chief ex-
ecutive of the Keystone state during the
civil war, and becnuse his services to his
country were so yreut then ho is chiefly
known us Penusylvuniu's "war governor."
But his public services, aside from those
he rendered during the great contest, weri
of sufficient importance to have given a
lesser man lasting fame. He served in
congress for several years, he represented
the United States government for three
years at the court of the czar of ull the
Russlus, and he was a lawyer of extended
practice.

He was a native of Bellefonte, Pa., and
was born April 23, 1815. Ills father, wno
wus from County Clare, Ireland, estab-
lished one of the first iron manufactories
in Pennsylvania. FJom tho father the
young man Inherited the robust physique
of the County Clare man and a keen per
ception of humor that stood him iu good
stead during his long and perplexing pub-
lic career. He wus educated at the com
mon schools of Bellefonte and the acade-
my ut Milton, and when he had finished
the course of the latter institution two
professions wore open to him the law and
the ministry. He chose the former, aud
was admitted to the bar in 1839. He won
his first case, and quickly built up a good
practice. The law and politics wero much
more closely related iu those days than
they are now, and it is not surprising that
he begun to take an active part iu public
affairs while yet a very young man.

It was during tho campaign of 1840,
when he was but 35 years of age, that
young Curtin took tho stump for William
Henry Harrison. Four years later he was
even more prominent in the canvass fur
Henry Clay, his early manhood's political
idol. Iu 1848 and 1853 ho was a Whig
elector. In 1854 ho was considered one of
the leaders of his party, and his nomina-
tion for governor wus strongly urged that
year. He declined the honor because Gov-

ernor Pollock, an old schoolmate, desired
n and worked for his ronomlnu-tio- n

and election with unbounded zeal.
Pollock was elected, and Curtlu became
his secretary of state. In this position he
was superintendent of common
schools, nnd to this branch of his duties he
devoted much thought and careful atten-
tion. The reforms which he Inaugu-
rated were many and important, nnd the
excellent superintendent system of Penn-
sylvania is a lasting monument to his wis-
dom and organizing capacity.

The Republican party was at tho tlmo
in its formative state, and Curtin was one
of its chief spirits. He was desirous of se-

curing the Republican nomination for gov-
ernor in 1800, and bucked by Thaddeus
Stevens, Galusha A. Grow, Alexander K.
McClure.Jonu W. Forney and Matthew

Stanley ijuuy, all of them then young
men, but strong in the counsels of the
new party, he won iu the convention und
was elected by a majority of 33,000 votes.

His first ucts after his nomination were
not put forth, however, in behalf of his
own election, but wero turned toward the
nut oual Republican nominating conven-
tion at Chicago. Everything seemed to
point to the nomination of Seward, but
ulong with David Dudley Field, Thaddeus
Stevens, Horace Greeley, David Wilmot
aud others, Mr. Curtin did not believe
Seword's nomination would be likely to
bring out tho entire strength of tho party
at tho polls, and ho joined tho other gentle-
men named in tho fight for Lincoln's nom-
ination.

All tho world knows of tho success of tho
movement and of tho exciting national
canvass that followed. Tho state contest
in Pennsylvania closed In October und was
no less exciting than the national canvass.
"As goes Pennsylvania, as goes the Union"
wns the cry everywhere. Mr. Curtin took
to the stump as soon as he returned from
Chicago, and his labors were incessant un-

til tho close of the state campaign. The
victory won then went a long way toward
insuring national victory in November,
and tho fact that Mr. Lincoln's majority in
Pennsylvaina was larger than Curtln's
bore testimony to tho fact that his exer-
tions were not slackened with his own
triumph.

Governor Curtin was inaugurated Jan.
1, 1801, and was immediately confronted
with unprecedented difficulties. It was
evident that the south would revolt. Cur-
tin first met Lincoln on Feb. 23 at Harris-burg- .

The president-elec- t was on his way
to Washington, and at a private confer-
ence, at which Governor Curtin wns pres-
ent, the startling news was told that a plot
against Lincoln's life had been discovered.
Governor Curtin wns foremost in devising
the plan for Lincoln's secret journey to the
national capital that is now in history. He
invited Lincoln to spend tho night at his
house, and to allay suspicion left the re-

mainder of tho presidential party at the
hotel. Instead of taking the president to
his houso, Curtin drove with him to the
outskirts of the town, where n special train
was in waiting, tho telegraph wires having
previously been cut to prevent news of Mr.
Lincoln's movements becoming public.

Shortly after his inauguration President
Lincoln called Governor Curtlu to Wash-
ington and asked him to recognize the ex-

istence of civil war in a message to the
Pennsylvania legislature. This Curtin
did in a doc meut that, considering the
hnste with w !ch it was prepared and all
the attendan circumstances, must be re-

garded us one of tho strongest of modern
stute papers. Its effect was Instantaneous

almost magical and within 49 h ours the
state legislature had authorized the gov-

ernor to raise und equip troops for the de-

fense of tho Union and had appropriated
half a million dollars to pay the bills.

When Lincoln culled for 75,000 men, the
soldiers of Pennsylvania wero the first
state volunteers to reach the national capi-
tal. Then with wonderful foresight Gov-

ernor Curtin asked and obtained from the
legislature power to raise a reserve of not
less than 15 nor more thnn 30 regiments to
serve for threo yenrs or till the close of the
war, the forces to be transferred to the
general government If necessary. An ap-

propriation of three and a half millions to
organize and equip these reserves was
made, and tbeyjwere ready before the Ibat-ti- e

of Bull Run. "'hoy were offered to the
government in time to havo taken part in
that engagement, but wero not accepted.
They were eent to Washington to defend
the capital, hoe.er, when the Union
forces wero . i'iu, but their existence
even was unv President Lincoln
until they jf&a. ' before th capital.
These troofi; pwc ei3 their Identity In-

tact UDtll the alow of the war.
The conference of the governors at a

Sept. 24 If 62, was the result of cor-
respondence between Curtin and Governor
Andrew of Massachusetts and personal in-

terviews between these two and Presiden
Lincoln. Its outcome was the famous ad-

dress indorsing Lincoln's emancipation
proclamation a document that undoubt-
edly had much to do with tho popular sup-
port that was ultimately accorded to the
president.

Throughout the war Governor Curtin
supported Mr. Lincoln's policy unswerv-
ingly. He left the gubernatorial chair in
1607 nnd was shortly afterward mentioned
for United States senator, but was defeat-
ed by Simon Cameron. He wns also named
for vice president in tho convention of 1808,
but Schuyler Colfax secured tho nomina-
tion.

Mr. Curtin worked earnestly for tho
election of Grnnt nnd Colfax thut year,
and was mudo minister to Russia by tho
president in recognition of his services,
holding tho post for three years and re-

turning home in 1873. During the nine
years immediately following Mr. Curtin
wns not in public life. Then ho was nomi-nutc- d

for congress as a Democrat in 18S1,
nnd being elected served for six years. At
the close of the Forty-nint- h cougress he
retired to his homo in Bellefonte, nnd tho
remuiuder of his life was devoted entirely
to business pursuits.

Proclamation Issued.
HAimismmo, Oct. 8. Governor

Pattisou issuod a proclamation lost
night expressing his profound sorrow
for tho death of Curtlu
and paying a high tribute to his public
sorvico as oxooutivo of tho stato and in
tho othor important positions which ho
hold. Ho invokes for tho boreaved
family of tho tho sympathy
of tho peoplo of- Pennsylvania, and or-
ders all Hags on public buildings to bo
displnyod at half mast and that sovoral
departments of tho stato government
within oxecutivo control bo closed on
tho day of tho fnuoral, which will tako
placo at 3 o'clock noxt Wednesday after-
noon

Gunerul ol ltev. David awing.
Chicago, Oct. 8. Tho fnuoral sorv-ice-s

of the lato Professor David Swing
woro hold yostorday afternoon in Cen-
tral Husio hall, whoro ho had proachod
for so many years. Tho services wero
attended by 3,000 people, and fully as
many moro woro unablo to obtain ad-
mission to tho hall.

JUMPED THE TRACK.

Passenger Train Wrecked
Near Bristol, Tennosse.

FIRE FINISHES THE DESTRUCTION

rho Kxiircss nnd Mail Cars and Secn
Coaches Entirely Consumed Ten People
Injured, Several of Them Futally Tho
Disaster Due to Train Wreckers Names
of tho Victims.
Bristol, Tonn., Oct. 8. At a fow

minutes past 1 o'clock train No. 5 from
Now York on tho Southern railway,
jumpod tho track about three miles
south of this city. Tho engine fell
across tho truck and tho express and
mailcar jumped ovor it, und falling on
their sidos, woro soon a proy to tho
flumos, which consumed all tho train
eight coaches with tho exception of
the lust Pullman, which was cut loose
and backed from tho train.

A train with physicians from this
city arrived about an hour after the
wreck, and immediately set to work to
relievo tho injured.

Tho injured are:
Samuel Smith, engineer, log broken,

scalded, buried under tho wrecked train,
taken out with diiliculty; will probably
dio.

Will Holmes, fireman, head cut badly
md scalded.

W. W. Rogers, express messenger,
arm brokon und head injured.

Tucker, postal clerk, anklo
brokon, cut in tho head and back.

C N. Markworth of Bristol, postal
clerk, badly hurt in arms, legs, back
and ncad.

W. H. Simpson of Mossy Creole,
arm broken and internal

injuries.
Thomas McDermott, Michael Colo-ma- n,

John Coleman, emigrants from
Ireland, sustuinod severe injuries on
tho heads, thighs, chests, legs, aud
arms.

A foreigner, namo unknown, was
badly hurt in clunt aud legs, very
sorious.

Everybody was badly shaken up, and
it is a miraclo that maiiy deaths did uot
result. Captain Bell, conductor, es-

caped with slight bruises.
The accident happened in a cut be-

tween two high embankments and was
tho result of a bolt having been placed
on tho mil b- - unknown persons. Great
heroism was displayed by the passen-
gers and crow, who woro unharmed, in
rescuing the injured.

FIRST SNOWSTORM.

A Ullzzard Haglng lu South Dakota aud
Nebraska.

St. Paul, Oct. 8. Reports from var-
ious parts of eastern South Dakota and
tho western part of Minnesota aro to the
effect that a severe snowstorm is pre-
vailing, accompanied by high winds and
heavy rains. The snowfall at Huron,
S. D., was heavy and lasted for three
hours, while west and north of that city
the storm was oven more severe

This is tho first snow of tho season
and it seems likely to report for duty in
this city before many hours, tho mer-
cury being on the down grado with a
stormy wind from tho west blowing at
a lively rate.

Ullzzard in Nebraska.
Omaha, Oct. 8. There aro excellent

prospects for a blizzard in Nebraska.
The mercury is rapidly falling and the
wind is blowing a gale. Tho freezing
point had not been reached yet, but it is
rapidly uearing that point.

Disaster on Lnko Michigan.
Alpena, Mich., Oct. 8. A largo

and steam barge, namo un-
known, is reported to havo gono ashoro
on Sulphur island reef. It is blowing a
gale from tho southeast. The tug
Ralph has gono to her assistance.

Cj clone Over the Gulf.
Galveston, Oct. 8. Storm signals

aro displayed as a cyclouo is reported iu
tho gulf south of Port Eads, which is
moving in n northwostorly direction at
tho rate of 40 milos an hour. Tho gulf
is high and turbulont, indicative of
some violent atmosphorio disturbance
passing over it.

STREETCAR ACCIDENT.

One Man Instantly Killed and ft Number of
Others Injured.

Tacoma, Oct. 8. A shocking stroot-ca- r
accidont occurred about midnight in

which Gcorgo C. Chandler, gouoral
agout of tho Northern Pacific in this
city, was killed and sovoral other pas-
sengers injured. Tho car was returning
from tho intorstato fair grounds and
was crowded with passougors. Chandler
and othor gontlemou woro standing on
tho frout platform. As tho wheels
struck tho crossing on North Second
streot, tho axle on tho front truck broko
near tho right wheol. Tho car loft tho
track and foil on its loft sido. Mr.
Chaudlor foil undor tho car, tho heavy
wood and iron works crushing his hoacl
to a. shapoless pulp. Jumcs O'Brien, an-oth- or

passengor, was forcod down by
tho struggling of passougors. Tho iron
roof of tho car mashed his right log.

Tho othors injurod aro: James F.
O'Briou, doputy county clork, right log
mangled; Edward Phoaro, loft shoulder
dislocatod; M. Siduoy, real ostato agent,
hurt about tho faco; Mrs. M. Sidney,
bruised and cut in sovoral places; Miss
Bertha Laughtou, rendered insousible
and cut about tho hoad; Mrs. W. Hous-
ton of Portland slightly bruised.

Death of Mrs. l'aiiulo Chlnn.
Chicago. Oct. 8. Mrs. Fannio Chinn,

tho colorod contralto siugor who mado a
tour of Europe several yours ago with,
tho Fisk jubilee siugora, died yosterday.


